
 

  

From the Chairman 
 

This letter is being written the day after Trinity Sunday, which 
for those of us ordained many years ago was the main time 
for Ordinations, although some of who were too young to be 
priested had to wait until Michaelmas for that! 
 

Our Ordinations will bring back all sorts of powerful memories 
- the place, the people, the friends and family who were there 
to support us, the place where we served our title and our 

training incumbent. Then there will be the experiences that we had in those early 
days of ministry which were formative. 
 

I have found it important on the day of my deaconing, May 21, priesting, September 
29, consecration, October 18, to take time to reread the service that was used on 
each of those occasions and to be reminded not just of the places, the people, the 
friends and family who were there, but to re-read the questions that were put, the 
answers given, the sermon preached (Listen and Love was the text at the priesting), 
the sense of prayerfulness that comes from reading the Litany, the Scripture 
passages that were used and the singing of the Veni Creator. Then the moment of 
the laying on of hands - something I remember well, when my father got his hand on 
my head before the bishop! 
 
Looking back over the years since Ordination there are two words that come up time 
and again - the first is thanksgiving. How amazing it is that the Lord God gives us 
His grace to be able to minister His Word and Sacraments! However hard the years 
have been, however tough the situations we have found ourselves in, there remains 
the deep sense of thanksgiving that it is His work in which we have been engaged. 
The second word is privilege - all of us will know the extraordinary privilege it is to 
be allowed to share in some of the deepest and most intimate moments of people's 
lives and to seek to bring something of the love of God in times of sorrow and joy. 
But the ordination services make very clear that we are to be people immersed in 
the Scriptures and in prayer so that we can minister to others. 
 
Whatever our situation is now, we will still be 
people of prayer who study the Scriptures so that 
we can, according to our ability, continue to 
minister with a sense of thanksgiving and 
privilege. 
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New Council Member for the Midlands 

 
After several years of faithful service, the retirement of John Nightingale from the 
Association’s Council has created a Vacancy for someone to represent the Midlands 
Dioceses – Birmingham, Hereford, Lichfield and Worcester. After circulating Retirement 
Officers and Association Branch Secretaries in these dioceses, and after announcing the 
vacancy in the previous Newsletter we have two candidates:  
 

Revd Prebendary David Crowhurst 
Revd Roger Williams 
 

If you are an RCA member and if you live in any of these dioceses you may vote for one of 
these candidates by: 
 

EITHER:  sending an email to the Secretary at secretary@rcacoe.org 
The email should be headed RCA Election and should contain your name, the name 
of your preferred candidate and your current diocese of residence. 
Please ensure your email is sent before 31 August 2016. 
 
OR:   completing the form below and sending it to 

Revd David Phypers 
Secretary, Retired Clergy Association 
15 Albert Road 
Chaddesden 
DERBY 
DE21 6SL 

to arrive before 31 August 2016. 
 

Each of the candidates has submitted a short statement overleaf. 
 
 

Retired Clergy Association 
Election of Council member to represent  

the Dioceses of Birmingham, Hereford, Lichfield and Worcester 

 
Candidates:  
Revd Prebendary David Crowhurst 
Revd Roger Williams 
 
Signed 
 
 

Date 

Name of voter 

 

Diocese of residence 

 

 

Voter’s choice 

mailto:secretary@rcacoe.org


 

  

Revd Prebendary David Crowhurst 
Chairman of the Ludlow Archdeaconry RCA, Diocese of Hereford 
 

My ministry has always been one of waiting for things to come, and it 
seemed right when this Council vacancy was announced to say that ‘if 
nobody else could be found, I would gladly stand.’ Living in a rural area 
there are great pressures on the ordained ministry, and many opportunities 
for our local army of retireds. I have always been deeply committed to the 
work of retired Clergy – in years gone by encouraging and giving them 
space to exercise a ministry. I am passionately interested in the way any 
organisation treats its former ‘workers’ with post-retirement benefits, and am prepared to 
stand up and negotiate where that is needed. In ecumenical terms I am so thankful for all 
the benefits of being in the Anglican ministry, and thank God for the Reformation. God’s 
providential care exercised through the Commissioners and the Pensions Board is a daily 
thanksgiving for my wife and myself. However, I am not militant on issues, and my aim is to 
do the best for all those in the Kingdom, to be a meeting-point, and if necessary a facilitator 
and negotiator – always ‘ready to serve’.  I am no stranger to meetings and procedures – as 
a Trustee of our County’s Historic Churches Trust, and the national secretary for Ride+Stride 
(our umbrella is the National Churches Trust), a Rotarian and member of Probus.  I am 
Chairman of a County Youth Trust.   
 

From Crockford’s entry 
Born 1940, Deacon 1980, Priest, 1981, retired 2008, PTO Hereford and Lichfield 
1977 Queens College, Birmingham. 1980-1987 NSM, Curate and P-in-C, Worcester Diocese. 
1987-2001 P-in-C, Vicar, Rector, Rural Dean, Lichfield Diocese. 2000-2008 Prebendary Lichfield Cathedral 
 
 

Reverend Canon Roger Williams 
 

Retirement can come as a big change in life style - "once a priest, always a 
priest" - but we find ourselves without an altar and without a congregation.  
Getting our housing organised after years in tied accommodation, finding 
opportunities for continuing our ministry in a local parish or wider sphere 
can be quite complex. The RCA seems to me well led and focused in 
supporting us in retirement, keeping in touch and gathering us together at 
least annually. Practically all my ordained ministry has been in rural and urban parishes in 
the Midland Dioceses of Coventry, Hereford and Lichfield. l am a traditional Anglican 
Catholic and member of the Society of St Wilfrid and St Hilda. I mention this because I think 
it may be helpful to have someone of this constituency on the Council. I offer to serve on 
the RCA Council and if elected would try to represent the various concerns of all members 
so that we can flourish and continue to find joy and fulfilment as priests. 
 
From Crockford’s entry 
Born 1937, Deacon 1963, Priest 1964, retired 2011, PTO Lichfield. Lichfield Theological College 1960 

1963-2011 Parish ministry including Rural Dean, Dioceses of Coventry, Hereford and Lichfield 



 

  

Surprised by Grief 
 

Ian Cundy became Bishop of Peterborough in 1996. Eleven years 
later, in October 2007, he was diagnosed with terminal mesothelioma. 
Three months before he had planned to take early retirement, in May 
2009, Ian died, aged 64. Since then, Jo Cundy, Ian’s widow, has 
written Letting Go of Ian (Lion Publishing, £7.99, available from 
Church House Bookshop, 31 Great Smith St, London SW1P 3BN, 
£7.99. Kindle edition Amazon, £7.59). In this book Jo movingly tells of 
Ian’s and her final journey together, and continues the story beyond 
his death. 

 
More recently, Jo has written Surprised by Grief, practical reflections on clergy death in service 
(Copies £1.50 including postage from Jo Cundy, c/o St John’s College, DURHAM, DH1 3RJ). In 
this booklet Jo writes, 
 

‘There are not many situations that put such stress on a bereaved spouse and family as the 
death of a clergy person in office. The nearest comparisons are probably with the armed forces 
and other families in jobs which involve tied accommodation. For the clergy it is the 
combination of the tied accommodation syndrome with the public role and also the faith profile 
that makes it so difficult and unique. 
 
‘In this situation you are not free to sit tight and nurse your grief in private. You lose, at a stroke, 
not only your spouse, but your home, your community, your church, and perhaps your job if 
location is important and you move too far away. And time is of the essence - the requirement 
to pack up and go comes with a fairly limited time-frame. That a greater degree of sympathetic 
flexibility should be introduced is probably a matter worthy of debate within the Church.’ 

 
As a result, Jo’s booklet has been considered by the Remuneration and Conditions of Service 
Committee (RACSC) of the Archbishops’ Council. Recommendations will be going forward to the 
House of Bishops Standing Committee (HBSC). Bishop David, Malcolm Grundy and I have 
been invited to meet Pavlina Wilkin at Church House on Monday 27 June to make our own 
recommendations from the Association. 
 
It does seem to me that the death of a clergyperson in service is closely allied to the enforced 
retirement of someone through ill-health. His/her partner will face many of the same issues, 
particularly if housing provision is needed from the Pensions Board.  
 
Before we meet Pavlina on 27 June we would value your contributions on these twin issues. 
Anything we receive will be accorded full confidentiality. Please email secretary@rcacoe.org, or 
write to David Phypers at the address on the back page of this Newsletter.    
        

DJP 

Jo Cundy 

mailto:secretary@rcacoe.org


 

  

WHAT GOD CAN DO IN RETIREMENT! 
Michael Cole 

 
n the recent Newsletter Bishop 
David wrote about the impact a 
Psalm he was reading during 

Morning Prayer had upon him. The 
actual psalm and the verse was Psalm 
71:18, ‘Even when I am old and grey, 
do not forsake me, O God, till I declare 
your power to the next generation.’  It 
is a verse that has had a great impact 
upon me as well. 
 
I retired in 2000 from parish ministry.  
Three years later I was invited by my 
former churchwarden, Ray George, 
chairman of the Nationwide Christian 
Trust, to edit a new publication of daily 
Bible reflections called Living Light. 
Copies are now sent out to many 
thousands of people and also to the 
majority of prisons in this country as 
well as to a number of care homes. 
 

ore recently the trustees have 
felt a growing concern about 
the decline of Christian values 

within the nation and as a result the 
Trust published the booklet Rebuilding 
Christian Britain. Copies were sent to 
every MP after the 2015 General 
Election. Then followed a second 
booklet Praying for the Nation and a 
quarterly Prayer Guide to help people 
pray more effectively about the many 
issues that affect the country and the 
world today. 
 
But there was more to come. That’s 
where Psalm 71:18 comes in. Reaching 
the next generation is the challenge 
that faces the Church today. The result 
was the publication of the third booklet 

Reaching the Next Generation. God is 
our unchanging God, and in today’s 
world there is both an unfinished task, 
a challenge to the church and a 
spiritual battle to be fought if we would 
fulfil the task Jesus gave to his 
disciples. The booklet has a message 
for both church leaders and church 
members in an age when church 
attendance is declining and when more 
Christians need to have the confidence 
to get out into the community and 
share the Christian message. 
 

here does this story about the 
Trust and its ministry begin? 
One afternoon, early in 1990, 

Ray met with me in the Vicarage to talk 
and pray about the possibility of buying 
the former rectory at High Ongar, in 
Essex, to establish a centre for 

I 

M 

W 

Mulberry House, 

formerly High Ongar Rectory 



 

  

Christian fellowship and 
encouragement. The actual house was 
built in 1767 and remained the rectory 
for almost 200 years.  
 

ow, for the last twenty years the 
Pastoral Centre has been open 
within the lovely grounds of the 

former rectory. Among the many events 
are Prayer and Healing Days, Ladies’ 
Days, Men’s breakfasts, Events for the 
Over 55’s, Retreats and other events 
that have brought blessing to many 
people. 
 
Mulberry House, once the rectory, is 
the home of the Nationwide Christian 
Trust. The leadership team believes in 
strong partnerships, especially with 
other Christian leaders and churches. 
To that end it meets regularly with 
other leaders for prayer, believing that 
prayer is the essential weapon in the 
spiritual battle that we face in the 
world today. The Trust also produces 
the Bible Reflections Living Light and 
the booklets I mentioned to send out 
God’s word as widely as possible. 

ut the story also goes back 
further. In 1983 Edward England, 
who was instrumental in 

publishing the NIV version of the Bible, 
encouraged me to write. In 2003 I was 
asked to edit and write for Living Light. 
At first I said ‘No! I’m too old and I’m 
not computer literate, and I’m retired 
after 45 years of full-time ministry! I 
can’t do it!’ Gradually my excuses were 
dismissed and eventually I said ‘All 
right then!’ Now thirteen years later I 
look back and marvel at what God can 
do in retirement 
 
Again, I had no idea what the Lord 
would do through just one verse from 
the Old Testament. Like the Psalmist in 
Psalm 71, I look back to my early teens 
when I came to faith in Jesus and can 
testify to what the Lord meant to me 
then and now. Now, in old age, the 
Psalmist looks to the Lord to help him 
declare his power to the next 
generation. God is still at work and can 
still work through us if we will trust 
him. 

 
Website: www.nationwidechristiantrust.com 
To order any of the publications mentioned telephone 01277 365398 option 4. 

 
 

Discounted holiday for Retired Clergy Association Members. 
 

A Christian family is offering holidays in their beautiful 6-bedroom country house in France to 
members of the Retired Clergy Association at cost price. The house sleeps up to 14 people 
and is around a one hour drive from Bordeaux, Toulouse and Bergerac airports. It is only a 
five-minute drive from the local village of Aiguillon with its shops and twice-weekly farmers 
market. 
 
The house is available from September 2016 to the end of June 2017. The cost is £450 for 
one week and £600 for 10 days or two weeks.  
 
Visit https://www.ownersdirect.co.uk/accommodation/p8156804. When booking please use the 
information box to indicate that you are members of the Retired Clergy Association so the 
discount can be applied.  

N 

B 
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A NEW RETIRED CLERGY ASSOCIATION IN UGANDA 
Marvin Bamforth 
 

Following discussions in 
November 2013 between two 
recently retired friends, Bishop 
John Ntegyereize and Revd 
Canon Marvin Bamforth, a 
Retired Clergy Association has 
been formed in Kinkiizi Diocese, 
the first in the Province of 
Uganda.   
 
Kinkiizi is a rural area on the Ugandan border with Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo; the 
main employment is subsistence farming and the people are materially very needy. The Anglican 
Diocese of Kinkiizi is made up of two small towns and many scattered villages in an area roughly 50 
miles by 30 miles. The Diocese provides nearly all the primary and secondary schools as well as most 
health centres in the district of Kanungu.  
 
None of the sixty or so retired clergy, dispersed over a wide area, has their own transport and so 
meeting together is impossible without help.  The monthly pension from the Diocese is the equivalent 
of £10. A taxi ride to a meeting by motorcycle can cost up to £5 return. My wife and I have very close 
links with KInkiizi, having lived and worked there for periods since I met Bishop John in 2002.  It is a 
beautiful part of the Anglican Communion – and its people are inspirational – but it is blighted by 
poverty.    
 
Bishop John and Canon Marvin called a meeting of retired clergy and clergy widows on Easter 
Tuesday this year in St Peters Cathedral, Nyaktare, Kanungu. Over 50 retirees and clergy widows 
attended. They were overjoyed when the Diocesan Bishop, Dan Zoreka, launched their own Retired 
Clergy Association. Officers were appointed including a welfare officer for each of the ten 
archdeaconries. A membership fee was agreed and over half those present joined on the spot!   
 
The one challenge for this new RCA concerns finance. If readers would like to help with this then 
please send a cheque, payable to Kinkiizi Diocese, to:  
 

Revd Canon Marvin Bamforth, 27, Coopers Holt Close,  
Skellingthorpe, LINCOLN, LN6 5SY.  
marvinandsue72@gmail.com  Telephone 01522-689528.  
For a receipt please enclose a stamped addressed envelope. 

 
I’m very happy to give more information if required. Kinkiizi Diocese has a website 
(http://kinkiizidiocese.com/) and should shortly have a page devoted to their new RCA. Please support 
this new venture which will give genuine encouragement to our Ugandan brothers and sisters who, like 
ourselves, have given a life-time of service and commitment to our Lord and his Church. Thank you for 
your help.  

mailto:marvinandsue72@gmail.com
http://kinkiizidiocese.com/


 

  

Retired Clergy Association - www.rcacoe.org  
 

President:   Rt Revd Robert Atwell, Bishop of Exeter 
Chairman:  Rt Revd David Jennings 
   Laurel Cottage, East End, Northleach, CHELTENHAM, GL54 3ET 
   Telephone:  01451 860743  

Email:   bishopdavidjennings@gmail.com  
 
Secretary and Treasurer:   
   Revd David Phypers,  
   15 Albert Road, Chaddesden, DERBY, DE21 6SL 
   Telephone:  01332 239134 
   Email:  secretary@rcacoe.org  
 
 

 
 

COUNCIL VACANCIES 
 

RCA is served by a Council of 12 members (plus the Chairman and the 
Secretary/Treasurer) each representing a group of dioceses. We currently have vacancies 
for members to represent the Dioceses of: 
 London and Southwark 
 Derby, Leicester, Lincoln, Sheffield, Southwell & Nottingham 

 

If you live in any of these dioceses and wish to know more about filling one of these 
interesting and important positions please email secretary@rcacoe.org. We particularly 
wish to hear from new members. 
 

COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS 

 
Revd Canon Frances Wookey, Dioceses Bath and Wells, Bristol, Gloucester, Salisbury 
Revd Canon David Pritchard, Dioceses of Chelmsford, Ely, Norwich, St Albans,  

St Edmundsbury & Ipswich 
These appointments will be formally announced at the forthcoming General Meetings. 
 
 
 

Email or Snail Mail? 

Over 1700 members now receive their Newsletters in 
colour by email, saving us time and expense. If your 
letter has come by snail mail and if you have an email 
address, please send it to secretary@rcacoe.org  
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