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The Heart in Pilgrimage
I have borrowed my title from a book that the late Christopher Bryant SSJE
wrote on life’s spiritual journey, a book I found very helpful years ago and
which I must read again!
Springtime is the time to consider pilgrimage, so Chaucer reminds us. In a
parish near to me they are having a series of talks through Lent on Pilgrimage and I was asked to start the course off. I just hope that by the end of
Lent some of them will actually want to go and undertake one. It has become
a bit of a cliché to talk about life as a journey, but I would hope for the Christian that a sense of pilgrimage, of pressing forward to a destination we trust
and pray will be with our loving heavenly Father, remains a powerful image.
Some of our favourite hymns pick up this image: “Guide me, O Thou great
Redeemer”; “Who would true valour see”; “Through all the changing scenes
of life”; and in more modern guise “One more step along the world I go” – a
favourite in so many schools.

Nonetheless, despite the attractions of foreign travel by air, rail and coach to
famous pilgrimage sites, including the Holy Land, I would want to recommend to you the real joy, fun and spiritual enrichment that can come from actually walking in pilgrimage to a special place in our own country. This could
be to one of the more well-known sites, like Walsingham, Glastonbury or Lindisfarne, which would require careful advance preparation and a realistic assessment of how far you actually want to walk.
Please look at Page 12 for details of our 2018 summer
meetings, one in Guildford, and the other in York

continued from Page 1 …

Prison Chaplaincy
‘I never expected a Vicar to come
and see me. It would never have
happened on the outside. I didn't
have much to do with Church.’

But it could also be to somewhere
more local, say within the diocese,
to the Cathedral or to another
church or site. You could plan it to
happen over a couple of days doing a few miles each day or start
nearby and journey back in the day.
The point is to get out and do it.

We were sitting in Steve's pad or
cell and thinking about his release.
He had been in and out from his
teens and was just completing a
longer sentence that had a been a
wake up call to change his life. Lots
of people supported him, wing officers, psychologists, health care staff
and probation officers but he had
also come to Christian faith and
part of his plan for release included
finding a church.

It is a physical thing, walking, placing one’s feet on a path, hopefully
away from the noise and bustle of
road traffic. It will take you through
varied scenery. It will deliberately
be a relatively slow process.
There is time to stop, reflect, perhaps talk with a companion, to
greet others, to treasure the silence, to value the environment,
the sheer beauty of what lies
around. You become more aware
of your own body and its limitations, but it is good to test the
boundaries. Think of the added
health benefits!

Being a prison chaplain helps you
draw close to people like Steve,
who are searching for something
but have lost their way and in the
process hurt people. Helping someone find a sense of meaning and
purpose not only helps them
change, it also stops further victims
as they move away from a life of
crime. Prison Chaplaincy is multifaith ministry. One of the joys is
working in a multi faith team supporting prisoners and staff in what
is a challenging environment
continued on page 2 …

But isn’t this meant to be a religious
undertaking, I hear you ask? The
word “religious” can imply a rather
narrow, pietistic approach and in
this context might hint at earning
brownie points from God. But if one
means slowing down, taking time
out from our usual routine, walking
in a rhythm of breathing and some
physical effort, being so much more
aware of what is around me, then,
yes, this can be very much a religious experience. Our unseen
companion travels with us.
+Ian Brackley
2
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People can be there for a variety of
reasons but will have a lot of time
to think so it can be a time when a
chat or a book can be a catalyst for
change.

But it’s an environment in which
people can come to know hope
and new possibilities.
Retired clergy have a lot to offer to
prison chaplaincy. (Occasional)
part time posts, can be found at
www.prisonaandprobationjobs.gov.
uk under chaplain. The "competency based" application process
begins on line in a similar process
to that for current parish posts.

People can come
to know hope
and new possibilities
Then there are those preparing for
release like Steve who will be facing different challenges—especially
how to build a network of support
that supports a new, crime free life.
Faith communities can be key in
this work, believing the person can
change and standing by them.

There are also opportunities for volunteer chaplains, perhaps going in
for a morning a week to support the
work of the team. Both volunteers
and staff have to go through MOJ
vetting procedures. This can take
time but is clearly important.

These daily tasks are known as the
statutory duties. Then there are
faith classes to run, worship or mediation sessions, classes to support
people, such as Living with Loss or
the Sycamore Tree restorative justice programme run by Prison Fellowship volunteers.

So what is an average day?
Between them the team members
visit all new prisoners. This offers a
chance to check on their wellbeing:
coming into prison can be traumatic.
It is possible to introduce the work
of the chaplaincy team. Those returning to prison will already have
experience of chaplaincy. Even if
they haven't been involved in faith
services they are likely to have
known the support of chaplains at
times of crisis.

If you would like to learn more, e
mail me at chaplaincyhqenquiries@noms.gsi.gov.uk
Ven Mike Kavanagh
RCACoE is now registered with
Total Giving, a free online fundraising platform. This facilitates
direct giving, or giving through
a fund-raising activity through
www.totalgiving.co.uk

If the prison has residential health
care, in patients will also be visited.
Some of them may be suffering
from a chronic illness. Those in the
segregation or care and separation
unit will also be seen.
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Old Men Ought to be Explorers
I retired from my living on Romney
Marsh in Kent in 1992. I was by no
means ready to retire completely
from ministry, so I applied for a
chaplaincy in Menorca in the Balearic Islands. Sadly, I had to return
to the UK after nearly two years to
seek health treatment.

I took up gardening again. As my
house was situated virtually on the
shore just behind the sea wall
along the Bay of Dymchurch it was
a great sun spot. I had the most superb crops of tomatoes, cucumbers
and melons as well as a plethora of
flowers.

Back in the UK I soon realised the
full reality of what it meant to be a
retired clergyman without the care
of a congregation and how bereft I
was. I am homosexual but had always kept it under wraps because
of the homophobia of the church. I
never married to keep up appearances, as some of my colleagues
did, and have lived alone for the
most part of my life. My congregation had become my family.

I renewed my acquaintance with
James, and with Richard, whom I
had known ever since I was in
practice before I joined The Society
of Saint Francis in the 70s. And I
joined the Ashford Gay Group. The
members came from all walks of
life, many of them holding positions
of authority in their local churches
and living with partners. When civil
partnerships became legal in 2004
they were among the first to apply.

I returned to Dymchurch where I
had bought a small semidetached
house with the help of a loan from
the Pensions Board. As I had been
away for a couple of years I considered that I had created a sufficient
distance. I took the services and
preached when the Rector was
away or ill, but didn’t engage with
parish affairs or pastoral work. I felt
the current incumbent would not
welcome it.

I had hoped to find a friend for
company and to live with, but that
seemed more easily said than
done. By the time we reach 65 we
are mostly fixed in our habits and
we value our own space. On a visit
to London I bumped into Richard
Kirker, who founded an organisation which has now become OneBodyOneFaith. He suggested that I
apply to the Charterhouse.
In 2003, I became a Brother at
Charterhouse, an almshouse
founded in 1611. The need which
Charterhouse met in my case was
not around the practical matters of
living but in companionship.

I also went back to my old profession, Accountancy, earning some
fees to augment my State pension
and my Church of England pension, which was quite modest as I
was a late ordinand.

continued on Page 5 …
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First I took part in a BBC documentary film about Peter Wildeblood’s
book Against the Law. I had read
the book in the 50’s, and felt like a
criminal because I had fallen in
love with a guy in my late teens.
The film was televised in July 2017
to mark the 50th anniversary of Leo
Abse’s Sexual Offences Act of
1967, which decriminalised homosexual acts between two men in
private.

Now no longer did I live alone but
had 40 or so Brothers whom I could
talk to and share my life with. I began to learn about the portraits and
the other pictures hanging on the
walls of our ancient buildings. In
2011 my Charterhouse Art Handbook and Guide was printed, and a
second edition came out in 2013.
I next embarked upon my autobiography, Coming out of the Black
Country, which has just been accepted for publication. From the
age of 30 I have suffered from
bouts of reactive depression because I could not accept my homosexuality. For many years I was in
conflict about who I was, exacerbated by the teaching that I was an
abomination to God. For Pope
Benedict homosexuality is an intrinsic disorder. My counsellor suggested that I narrate my history of
being bullied at school, the verbal
bullying of my father, the failed exorcism, the psychoanalysis, the socalled cures which I tried, and the
strain of keeping up appearances.

In September 2017 I read in the
Church Times that Jayne Ozanne
intended to move a motion in the
Synod condemning the practice of
‘gay conversion theory’ claiming it
was unethical, harmful and not
supported by evidence. I wrote a
letter to Jayne. She read excerpts
to the Synod just before the vote
was taken. In the letter I related my
experiences of exorcism, testosterone injections, Freudian Psychoanalysis and other so-called cures,
all of which caused me no end of
distress and failed to redirect my
sexual inclinations. The motion was
passed by all three houses.
I had the privilege of knowing the
late Canon Eric James, who spent
his last years at the Charterhouse
and who gave me a copy of his
book, Old Men Ought to be Explorers, a title taken from the poetry of
T S Eliot. It reminds me of what I
have been doing during my long
retirement from the active priesthood.
Rev Stanley Underhill

He thought that it might release the
pent-up anger, self-hate and frustration which were undoubtedly the
root cause of my depression. And
it worked. There has indeed been a
catharsis, no doubt helped by the
non-judgmental attitudes of those
who live at the Charterhouse
I end my account of my long, God –
given retirement with two events in
my ninetieth year.
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The Sheldon Hub—a New Online Source for Clergy
I am sure that many readers of this
Newsletter are aware of, and have
benefited from, the wonderful work
of the Society of Mary and Martha
at their lovely retreat centre at
Sheldon. However, what everyone
may not know is that they are now
also offering a valuable online resource, The Sheldon Hub. Much
care and hard work has gone into
making this both a helpful source of
information and a safe space for
those in ministry to share concerns
and seek advice.

The principle of the Hub is to share
wisdom and experience on all
things relating to ministry. It is ecumenical so insights can be gained
from other denominations: it is not
just an Anglican “echo chamber”.

There are listings of books, online
resources, activities, retreats and
much else that clergy – active and
retired - may find useful. All members can post details of things that
they and others have found useful,
and everything is organised to
make it as easy as possible for
someone looking for information to
find what they need.

Membership is restricted to clergy,
their spouses, missionaries, religious and ordinands, who can post
anything from a request for advice
in a difficult situation to an amusing
anecdote. There is also “Chapel”, a
specific area for prayer requests,
rather than discussion. One can
post under three possible identities,
which guarantees confidentiality.
Most of the time, most of us post
using an avatar - computer-speak
for a nom de plume! - but it is possible to post anonymously if the
matter is particularly sensitive.
There is nothing to prevent us posting under our real name if we wish.

A welcome feature is the space to
relate to one another through posts
which can be read and responded
to by other members. There is a resemblance to other social media
but safeguards prevent the dangers and unpleasantness sometimes associated with these.

Another particularly moving section
has short videos of individuals reflecting on how they have been affected by circumstances that are
common to many, such as marriage breakdown, bereavement,
and conflict situations.

continued on Page 7 …

The Chapel of
Mary and Martha
at Sheldon
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Retired Clergy Association
of the Church of England
Appointment of
Honorary Secretary

Frequently, retired clergy can make
a very valuable contribution to a
discussion, based on their own experience of many years in ministry.
Unless the original post is anonymous, it is possible to send a private message if the advice is not
appropriate to be shared publicly.
For instance, I was able to give
someone information about faculties in this way, which I could not
do without identifying one of my
erstwhile churches.

The Post of RCACoE Honorary
Secretary will become vacant at the
end of 2018. The Council is seeking to appoint a successor to David
Phypers. The post is voluntary and
carries an honorarium of £3,250
p.a. Duties include being Secretary
to the Council, arranging the Provincial Annual Meetings, acting as
Membership Secretary and as
Treasurer. The tasks could be divided as a job-share or held by one
person. Full details and an application form are available from the
RCACoE Website or from
The Rt Rev Ian Brackley
1 Bepton Down, Petersfield, Hants
GU31 4PR. Tel 01730 266465.
ijbrackley@gmail.com

If you are already signed up to the
Hub, this is good news. If not, go to
www.sheldonhub.org and have a
look. You will need to sign up,
which requires a few minutes of
time to ensure that the site is kept
secure, but there is no charge for
anything.
Canon Frances Wookey

I’m always grateful for responses
to Newsletter articles, however
brief. I enjoyed this one from Michael Ainsworth:
I commend the Overseas Book
Service, who took quite a few of
my books when we downsized:
collection was easily arranged.
They are quite specific about
what they do not want: as well as
the time limits on biblical and
theological works, this includes
books of or about prayer (unless
they are in a 'global context') and
anything by Don Cupitt!
Ed

7

Jesus’ Women by Joy Tetley—a book review by Frances Wookey
This book, by New Testament
scholar and erstwhile Archdeacon
of Worcester Dr Joy Tetley, was
published by Kevin Mayhew in
2016. In the light of the many recent discussions about the role and
treatment of women in the 21st century, now seems a good time to
consider a work dealing with Jesus’
relationship with members of the
opposite sex.

There are interesting vignettes
about the various un-named women encountered by Jesus, such as
the woman bent double and healed
on the Sabbath, and the Samaritan
woman at the well. All of them are
accorded care and respect by Jesus, when the society of their time
considered them of little account.
Even in our supposedly enlightened times, people – perhaps especially women - who are poor, disabled, elderly, mentally ill, or seen
as “immoral” are frequently pushed
to the margins of society. Dr Tetley
helps us to reflect afresh on how
these women were at the centre of
Jesus’ care and compassion.

Jesus’ Women is a comprehensive
study of women mentioned in the
Gospels, from those in Matthew’s
genealogy of Jesus to incidental
encounters and women in parables. The book is divided into short
reflections which are ideal for personal contemplation, but could be
equally useful for a quiet day, group
study, or as the basis of a sermon.

Finally, the reader is reminded of
the women in Jesus’ parables, and
of the humour in some of these stories. In the section on the Judge
and the Widow we read, “The Gospel writings make it very clear that
Jesus was a master at telling stories with a humorous twist… Would
that ... there had been someone
around with a smartphone so that
we could have seen Jesus in action.” The humour does not detract
from the fact that the women have
agency and are not there as decoration, or as objects of male action.

The sections on Tamar, Rahab,
Ruth and Bathsheba show us
women in a variety of difficult circumstances, who have to make the
best of limited options. Their stories
resonate with much of what we
hear today about women who are
sex workers, refugees, and victims
of trafficking or abuse.
Considerable space is devoted to
Mary, the Mother of Jesus. Separate sections reflect on how she is
depicted by the four Gospel writers.
The author also looks at the other
women close to Jesus, including
Mary & Martha and Mary Magdalene – again as portrayed in the different Gospels.

Throughout the book, the author
maintains a light touch which
makes it eminently readable, yet
draws on her fund of biblical scholarship to encourage us to think in
new ways about familiar passages.
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Heavenly Fungus
An exhibition at Kew Gardens illustrates the key role fungus plays
within soil.

Dying matter decays back into the
soil, assisted by fungi to complete
the cycle.

The mushrooms, toadstools and
the like we see above ground are
the fruiting bodies full of spores
which the wind disperses to reproduce the species elsewhere.

I can see a correlation of interconnectedness above and below
ground informing the relationship
between ‘life of heaven’ and ‘life of
earth’.

Fungus roots underground feed on
decaying plant and animal matter.
But they also play a vital part in
conveying nutrients to other plants,
even guiding them to find the best,
apparently. Ancient trees, for example, rely on extensive networks of
underground fungus to feed the
vast spread of their roots. The fungi
seem to act as part of the trees’ intelligence and system of communication with other trees.

Life of heaven initiated life of earth
and sustains it, not unlike fungi in
soil feeding plant growth above. In
this scenario we could perceive
ourselves as ‘fruiting bodies’ of life
of heaven. Live of heaven reveals
itself in life of earth through many
everyday experiences such as joy,
awe, wonder, generosity, reverence, choirs singing, gratitude,
kindness, home. Arching over and
undergirding everything is love, energising the dance of life.

Two fields near Dorking which have
never been ploughed were tested
for fungal content. 6000 different
fungi were discovered living in the
soil. The usual figure for a worked
field is about 300. Within a short
time of a load of muck being
dumped on the virgin ground, nutrients from it can be detected
throughout. The plants from which
we derive our nourishment are dependent on underground fungus.
We eat what plants produce,
whether directly as vegetables,
fruits, nuts etc, or indirectly as meat
from animals and birds. Plants rely
on and contribute towards the flow
of fresh air and the water cycle energised by the sun which are essential for all living organisms.

Julian of Norwich understood that
everything in creation continues in
existence because God loves it.
In his book I and Thou Martin Buber teases out the significance of
the word ‘and’ in that context. He
suggests there is a wealth of meaning hidden there.
continued on Page 10...
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We are made out of soil and return
to soil. Perhaps, then, a parable derived from fungus in soil may not
seem out of place. My wife and I
would welcome constructive comment from readers.
Roy Howe, 2 Halvasso Vean,
Longdowns, Penryn TR10 9DN

New Life for Ditchingham

As I understand it, two people embarking on a friendship enter a new
sphere of existence, unique to themselves, with the potential for creative
interplay, intimacy and imagination.
A cathedral full of possibilities opens
up, summarised in that little word
‘and’. Energy to transform the world
begins to find release.
Transfer this idea to ‘and’ in the
phrase ‘life of heaven and life of
earth’ and we enter the realm of
prayer, meditation and similar practices. We can explore the dynamic
and creative interplay of intimacy
and imagination between ourselves
and God. Visions, revelations, prophetic insights, mysticism, dance,
seem to be relevant here, as do
such things as hauntings and
ghosts.

After living for 150 years at their
beautiful site in rural Suffolk the sisters of the Community of All Hallows
are becoming a dispersed community. The suite of buildings,and the
spectacular grounds, are being offered to new users via a consultation
process administered by Canon
Andy Bryant canon.missionand pastoral@cathedral.org.uk 01603
218331.

When someone dies the bonds of
love live on long afterwards. Whole
communities remember with deep
respect revered ancestors, holy people from past generations. Such living memories are celebrated in family and communal rites and ceremonies, inspiring right living today with
meaning, purpose and fulfilment; a
foretaste of heaven.
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Services in Funeral Parlours
Further to the conflict of opinions in
the latest newsletter, the Legal Advisory Commission gave an opinion
recently, having been prodded by
some clergy into re-visiting this topic. One of them sent me a copy of
the LAC ruling in question as he
had enlisted my aid in this matter
while I was on General Synod.

A Letter from St Barnabas’
Mention of retired colleagues' dissatisfaction at not being invited to
preside, officiate, or preach makes
one realize how fortunate we are in
this College community to be able
to minister as often as we like. It
might be worth mentioning this in a
subsequent Newsletter as an advertising point.
Canon Michael Moore

The advice given in the newsletter
by Malcolm Grundy was the advice
given for many years and was assumed to be a definitive ruling.
However, that is not the conclusion
reached by the LAC going back to
a court ruling made in 1867, that a
service may be taken on any unconsecrated ground or building
thereon in any case where the service could lawfully have been used
if it were on consecrated ground.
So they conclude it is lawful to use
any of the authorised burial or funeral rites in a funeral parlour etc
subject to obtaining the consent of
the incumbent of the parish the
parlour is situated in.The full opinion can be found at https://
www.churchofengland.org/sites/
default/files/2017-12/burial-andcremation-funerals-inundertakers%E2%80%99-privatechapels.pdf
Mike Parsons

Manormead
It’s a year since Manormead Nursing Home was closed. The Manormead Coordinating Committee,
which did so much to register the
distress caused, is still functioning
as a conscience-raising group.
They are pressing the Pensions
Board for information about the former nursing home, which is mainly
‘an empty shell’.
They lament that residents of the
community who become frail are
now taken to hospital or to other
nursing homes ‘where formerly
they would have gone next door
with easy access for friends and
neighbours to visit’.

The views expressed in this news
letter are those of the person cited
and not those of the RCACoE.
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They applaud the vision which led
to the establishment of a nursing
home on site, and are still bewildered by its sudden demise. The
Committee’s Convenor, Peter
Chapman challenges the view that
the Pensions Board is an autonomous body which is not required to
consult or take advice.
Ed
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Council Vacancy
A vacancy still exists on the Council for a member to represent the Dioceses of Guildford, Portsmouth and Winchester. Council meets at London
Diocesan House in March and October. Email secretary@rcacoe.org for
further details of what will be involved.
Nominations, supported by a proposer and seconder, are welcomed from
members currently living in one of these dioceses, and should reach secretary@rcacoe.org by the end of April.

Annual Meetings 2018
Wednesday May 2nd Guildford Cathedral
10.30—14.30
Tuesday June 5th
Bishopthorpe Palace, York 10.30—14.30
These meetings, open to all members, allow the opportunity to meet our
President, Chair and Council, to make their own voice heard, to celebrate
the Eucharist and to share fellowship. The only cost is that of an offering for
lunch. Sign up by e-mail or letter to the Secretary.
Items for the next Newsletter should be sent to Robin Isherwood at
robin.isherwood@thecharterhouse.org before the end of May 2018
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